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Once upon a time in a land not so far away there was no internet.  There were no cell 
phones.  There was, however, a thick book full of everything a child could possibly ask 
for!  It was the Sears, Roebuck & Co. Christmas Catalog and it was the stuff dreams 
were made of.  I remember laying on the floor and carefully marking all the toys I 
wanted Santa to bring me.  Today, with the perspective of a few additional decades 
of life, I know how blessed I was to have a catalog and to expect a toy from Santa 
each year.  Many of our neighbors do not have that privilege. 

For each of the past 5 years ONWASA employees have tried to make a difference 
here in our community.  Our employees have collected thousands of toys to help Onslow Christmas 
Cheer.  This year is no different.  Employees donated everything from bicycles to baby dolls. 

In addition, employees collected hundreds of items for the Onslow County United Way’s Children 
Healthy Eating on Weekends (CHEW!) program.  We helped fill backpacks with child-friendly, easy to 
prepare meals so kids didn’t worry about having food when school was not in session. 

For ONWASA, being a reliable water utility is simply not enough.  We know that the residents of our 
community pay our salaries, run our plants, and put fuel in our trucks through your monthly bill      
payments.  We are mindful of that when developing our annual operating budget.  And we are        
especially mindful of that when the holiday season comes around.  It is a small opportunity to give 
back to those that we depend on. 

If you find yourself in a position to help others, I encourage you to donate this holiday season to the 
charity of your choice.  A verse of scripture reads, “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 
others will be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:25).  May you and yours have a joyous Christmas Season! 
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ONWASA Offices will be closed on December 23rd, 24th, 27th and 31st in celebration of Christmas and New Year’s. 
We wish you and yours a safe and happy Holiday Season! 




